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Tree Planting 
Guidelines 

P
ar
ks
 a
n
d
 O
u
td
o
o
r 
R
ec
re
at
io
n
 D
ep
ar
tm
en
t 
 

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG 

Call for free utility locating service. 

 

 ELECTRIC:  1.800.242.3447 
 

 GAS:  1.800.242.3447 
 

 WATER & SEWER:  403.529.8176 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

   TELUS:  1.800.242.3447 

    SHAW:  1.866.344.7429 

 

Two working days notice is required for all locates. 

Types of Nursery Stock 

 

Balled and Burlapped  

The roots of the tree and the ball of soil 

containing the roots are bound in burlap.  

This burlap is removed prior to planting.  

Remove any dead, twisted, diseased or 

girdling roots prior to planting.  

 

Container Grown 

The tree is sold in a plastic or    fiber con-
tainer in which it was grown.  This con-
tainer  must be removed prior to plant-

ing.   

 

Bare Root 

The plant is sold with the roots exposed.  

Not  common in   Medicine Hat 

A Well Planted Tree 

The Medicine Hat Parks and Outdoor Recreation Department 
would like to thank the International Society of Arboriculture 
for the use of some pictures in this brochure. 



The best time to plant a tree is in the spring 
or fall, when temperatures are moderate.  
Deciduous trees (trees that lose leaves each 
year) are best planted while dormant for 
optimum root growth. 

Before you decide to plant the tree, think 
about what the mature size of the tree will 
be. Keeping a safe distance from buildings, 
sidewalks, driveways, streets and utility lines 
either buried or overhead.  Remember  trees 
grow above and below ground and the roots 
and branches can cause damage to structures.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Prepare the Site 

Work the soil with a shovel or a rototiller to 
loosen the soil. Dig a hole for the tree at 
least twice as deep and wide as the container 
it came in. Make sure to roughen up the  
sides of the hole. Mix soil amendments such 
as peat moss or compost with the displaced 
soil. 

HOW TO PLANT A TREE 
Add the amended soil back into the hole to a 
level so the root ball will be flush with the 
surrounding soil. There needs to be enough 
loosened soil in the planting area for proper 
root development. 

Note: Never plant deeper than the original 
soil line of the root ball. 

Place tree and intact root ball into the hole, 
making sure to lift the tree by the root ball.  
Fill in around the root ball with soil and 
tamp down lightly. Use the left over soil to 
build a catch basin around the tree and water  
thoroughly. 

 

Watering 

Apply enough water to wet the entire root 
zone. Allow the tree to dry out before the 
next watering. Deep rooted plants are able to 
withstand periods of drought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staking  

Only stake if protective staking is required to 
protect the tree from damage. Trees will estab-
lish quicker and develop a stronger trunk when 
not staked. Stake a tree for no more than one 
year. 

Place one stake on each side of the tree mak-
ing sure to not come in contact with the root 
ball. Use wide flexible material to keep the tree 
upright. The ties should be attached to the tree 
with a small amount of slack, allowing the tree 
to move in the wind. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Mulching 

Mulch reduces environmental stress by provid-
ing trees with a stable root environment that is 
cooler and moister than the surrounding soil.  
Mulch aids in preventing soil compaction, re-
duces weed growth and eliminates damage to 
the trunk by a string trimmer. 

Mulch should be 5 - 10 cm (2-4 in.) deep and 
cover the entire root system or out to the tips 
of the branches if possible. 


